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A previously healthy 23-years-old female with an history of cannabis and crack abuse, was admitted to 

psychiatric hospital after one month of worsening of her mental status, with sudden onset of hallucinations, 

delusion and paranoid thoughts. Shortly after her admission, an unknown pregnancy was diagnosed, at 

about 14 gestational weeks Right after being informed of the pregnancy, the patient became cathatonic. 

Pregnancy was then terminated on a court order.  One month after her hospitalization a neurological con-

sultation was done: she was catatonic, with diffuse hypertonus and had masticatory movements. An EEG 

showedshowed marked alterations, with very low diffuse patten of wave complexes. Complete lab chemistry eval-

uation was unsignificant. CSF examination was normal except for presence of oligoclonal Ig both in liquor 

and serum. MRI showed a slight and asimmetrical bilateral oedema and hypersignal on long-Rt sequences 

of both hippocampi and giri dentati.  Serum anti-NMDAR antibodies were present. Ovaric teratoma and 

other neoplasms were ruled out. Patient was treated with antiepileptic drugs and i.v. human immunoglobu-

lines, without any improvement, yet she worsened and went into a status epilepticus. She was then admit

ted in critical care Unit, and treated with drug induced burst suppression and four administrations of ritux-

imab, with gradual clinical benefit. At a six month follow up, she executes simple orders and says a few 

words; she has developed a compulsive self-erotic behaviour and hypersexuality. She is free from seizures 

from three months. 
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